KNOWLEDGE OR ACTION?
often answered simply that I did not know. I was never a sort of lexicon, shy of being opened. Nor did I want to be a professor who dispensed philosophy as if I were pastor in charge of the college youth and preaching to them five days a week. In parliament I had to defend a right. The purpose, matter and meaning of what has to be advanced there is quite different."
"Then why did you resign your constituency?'' I asked.
"After two years I saw that I was not yet ripe for the work. I had just turned forty. If I wanted to become Minister of State at that time I could not have done so with a good conscience. So I resigned my constituency and began to take stock of my political knowledge and capabilities, to go through everything, to read widely, to try to get a complete understanding of things and study everything again from the ground upwards. I spent fifteen years on this work of revision. Then I went into politics properly for the first time. As a preparation for it I felt that I must be clearer and more definite in order to have effect. Not from ambition. There was political work and collaboration to be done. Plato says that the true politician, the states-